Macarthur Polish Saturday School

Annual Report 2019

This year was another exciting year for the Macarthur Polish Saturday School with many highlights
both socially and academically for the organization. The school continued to enjoy pleasing enrolment
rates that positively reflect the high-quality teaching program being conducted by the school.
Macarthur Polish Saturday School continues to grow both in student numbers and parental
involvement.

Our school aims to teach students to become proficient in the Polish language - both written and
verbal. The curriculum includes elements of Polish history, geography, and literature. Through our
teachings, our students are exposed to rich Polish culture and its traditions. The students are exposed
to both traditional classroom learning as well as concerts and performances. The following events
took place in the 2019 school year:

Easter performance;

Mother’s Day;

Children’s Day - a school disco was held to celebrate International Children’s Day;
Father’s Day;

School Excursion to Parramatta Park (tour of the 0ld Government House);
After-hours drama classes;

A series of events commemorating the 80th anniversary of the outbreak of World War 1I;
A money-saving workshop for parents and students;

Polish National Reading Day;

A workshop on stress handling strategies for parents;

End of School Year celebrations.
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Involvement in concerts and extracurricular activities has significant benefits for children. Not only
does it showcase their talents as they sing, recite poetry and are involved in dramatic play, it also
promotes confidence and encourages students to learn, participate and be creative. Most importantly,
such opportunities enhance a child’s cultural identity and build a sense of community based on a love
of the Polish culture and its traditions.



2019_Key students’ achievements

Scoutmaster’s Szupryczynski Award for Anya Bienkowski -Year 6

On Saturday 4 May, during the occasion of the Anniversary of the Constitution of May 3 at the Polish
Club in Ashfield, our year 6 student - Anya Bienkowska received the Scoutmaster’s Witold
Szupryczynski Award. This award is received by children and young people of the Polish community
who proudly affirm their Polish roots by learning the Polish language and actively participating in
promoting Polish culture on Australian soil. Anya is a wonderful student, who approaches learning
with great enthusiasm and responsibility. Congratulations to Anya, her proud parents, and
grandparents! Anya - you are the pride and joy of our school community! We wish you every success
in the next years of learning the Polish language!

Minister’s Award for Gabriella Helwani

On Monday, September 9th, 2019, a student of our school - Gabriella Helwani from 6th class, received
the 2019 Minister’s Award for Excellence in student achievement for outstanding results in learning
the Polish language. Huge congratulations to Gabriella, her proud parents, and the entire school
community. Gabriella began studying at a Polish school at the age of six. | remember very well this
beautiful, tiny girl with long, black, braided hair. It was in my class that Gabriella began her adventure
with learning the Polish language. 7 years have passed since then. Gabriella is growing up to be a
beautiful, smart, ambitious girl, not afraid of challenges. | am sure that with such an attitude towards
study and work she will be able to achieve all her goals in the future. Once again, congratulations to
Gabriella and her parents. Your success is a great example to follow for many other families where
only one parent speaks the Polish language. Gabriella speaks fluently in both languages, which is
undoubtedly a credit to you. Gabriella -we are all very happy with your well-deserved success!
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Award of the Consul General

On Monday, October 28, at the Consulate General of the Republic of Poland in Sydney, the top
students from Polish Saturday Schools were awarded prizes for outstanding results in learning the
Polish language. Macarthur Polish Saturday School nominated Julia Koscianska from 6th class for this
award in the current school year. Julia started learning Polish 6 years ago. | had the joy and the
privilege of being her first teacher at the Polish school. | remember this quiet, calm, beautiful little girl
who has never come to school without completed homework - always prepared, always ready to
learn. Together we have learned the first letters from the Polish alphabet, together we have read the
first simple texts in Polish. With that pride and satisfaction, | looked at Julia’s smiling face when she
was receiving her well-deserved award from Mrs. Consul General Monika Konczyk. Moments like this
are the most meaningful moments of every teacher’s life and career and give a sense of ajob well
done. Julia’s success is also, and perhaps above all, the success of her parents, whom we
congratulate with all our heart for raising such a wonderful girl. Without your sacrifice, without your
hard work, a day like this would never become a reality. Dearest Julia, congratulations once again
from our entire school community! We wish you nothing but success in the future!



“This has happened during World War 11” Competition

On Sunday 10t Nov 2019 in Marayong, the results of the Competition initiated by the Association of
Polish Teachers in the NSW entitled "This has happened during World War 1I" was announced.

The main goal of the competition was to encourage children and youth to share their knowledge about
World War Il events, to deepen their knowledge of Polish history and to strengthen their bonds with
the culture of our nation. The competition over which honorary patronage was held by the Consulate
General of the Republic of Poland in Sydney along with the Federation of Polish Organizations in the
NSW was inspired by the celebration of the 80th anniversary of the outbreak of World War 1.

Four competition entries were submitted by our young school. As the school's coordinator, | direct the
warm words of gratitude towards our class teachers who tirelessly and with great enthusiasm
encouraged the students and parents to take part in the competition. The following students from our
school were awarded the 1-st prize in their age category:

Heidi Borowiec (4 years old)
Nathaniel Beshai (7 years old)
Krystian Smutek (10 years old)
Gabriella Helwani (12 years old)
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Dear students - Macarthur Polish Saturday School Community is very proud of your achievements.
Keep up the good work!






2019_Staff Professional Development and Conferences

Methodological workshops for teachers

A very important event for Polish education in Australia was free of charge methodological workshops
for teachers of Polish as a second/foreign language. The workshops took place on Saturday 9/2/19 in
the building of the Consulate of the Republic of Poland in Sydney. These pieces of training were
conducted by Mrs. Irena Stempek, one of the best-selling authors in Europe and America of a series of
textbooks “POLISH step by step - junior”. The Polish Saturday School in Macarthur was represented
by five teachers on that day. We are very grateful to all the organizers Mrs. Marianna Lacek and Mrs.
Gosia Vella and to our dear Consul Irena Juszczyk and Joanna Splocharska for allowing us to take
part in this extremely fruitful meeting. Workshops led by Mrs. Iwona Stempek and Mr. Tomasz Stempek
were absolutely sensational! The presenters have demonstrated many practical gaomes and activities
that develop language skills, which we will certainly use during classes with our students. For the
school’s needs, several sets of this extremely valuable book were purchased, and thanks to the
Saturday workshops we have gained the necessary knowledge to make the best use of them during
lessons with students. Once again, we thank the organizers of this event!

The NSW Premier’s Harmony Dinner_2019

On March 21st this year, the whole of Australia celebrates Multicultural Day. The eventis a great
celebration in which all cultures can express in a special way the pride and joy of who they are and
where they come from. Despite the fact that we come from almost every corner of the world, it
connects us to live in this unique place on earth, where different cultures, languages, traditions, and
religions live side by side in harmony and respect. On Thursday 28 of February 2019 four Ladies from
our school: Agnieszka Godden, Urszula Koscianska, Malgorzata Helwani, and Hanna Beshai
represented our school community at Harmony Dinner with the NSW Premier Mrs. Gladys Berejiklian.






Annual State Community language Teachers’ Conference & Professional
Development Training Day

On Saturday, April 13, an annual Conference for Ethnic Language Teachers in New South Wales took
place. That day, together with five other teachers, | once again had the pleasure of representing our
school in this extremely important event for ethnic schools. For years | have been extremely
impressed with the momentum with which the Conference is organized. The main goal of the
Conference is to improve the qualifications of ethnic language teachers. Together with more than 750
people present that day, | had the opportunity to take part in a number of different lectures and
workshops. The range and level of training available to participants each year is consistently at a very
high level. Congratulations to the entire Organizing Committee for your great success. Thanks to their
hard work, the family of ethnic schools, to which we also belong, flourishes and develops like never
before. We are extremely impressed and with the enormity of the work and effort put into preparing
this and many other events to support ethnic schools in New South Wales. On behalf of the Ladies
present at the Conference and the entire community of the Polish Saturday School in Macarthur, we
would like to thank the Organizing Committee for the opportunity to be a part of this event and wish

you further success in the future!
| LEARN A LANGUAGE |
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The Polish language Teachers Conference

A very important event for Polish community education in Australia is the annual Methodological
Conference for Polish Language Teachers, which took place last Saturday, 14/9/19 at the Consulate
General of the Republic of Poland in Sydney. The conference program was extremely interesting and
certainly, each of the people present at the Consulate that day was very content with all the
workshops in which we had the pleasure to participate. The main speakers were: Mrs. Liliana
Sosnowska (ORPEG - Centre for the Development of Polish Education Abroad); Mrs. Magdalena
Debowska (ODN / SWP - Teacher Training Centre / “Polish Community” Association), and Professor
Marek Wierzbicki (KUL - Catholic University of Lublin). On this day, the Polish Saturday School in
Macarthur was represented by three teachers: Mrs. Malgosia Jagodzinska, Mrs. Gosia Lyzczarz-
Helwani, and Mrs. Bernadeta Kawa. We are extremely grateful to all the organizers, in the forefront
with Gosia Vella and Ela Cesarski, and our Dear Hosts - Consul General Monika Konczyk, Irena
Juszezyk and Joanna Splocharska for enabling us to take part in this extremely fruitful meeting. The
workshops led by Liliana Sosnowska and Magdalena Debowska were absolutely sensational! The
presenters demonstrated many practical games and activities developing language skills, which we
will definitely use during classes with students in our classrooms. Once again, thank you to the
organizers of this event!




NSW Federation of Community languages - Annual Dinner

On Saturday, the 23 November 2019, the Annual Dinner of the New South Wales Federation of
Community Languages was held. We were extremely impressed by the energy of this event in which,
representatives of almost all ethnic schools from all over the state were represented. Congratulations
to the President - Mrs. Lucia Johns and the entire Organization Committee on their huge success. We
strongly congratulate you for the work and effort involved in the preparation of this celebration, as
well as many other events aimed at supporting community language schools in NSW. The following
ladies represented our school in this important event: Dominika Smutek and Urszula Koscianska. On
behalf of the ladies present at the Annual Dinner and the entire community of the Macarthur Polish
Saturday School, we thank the Federation Committee and all those involved in the preparation of the
event for the opportunity to be part of it and wish you further successes in the future!
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2019_School Events in Chronological Order
Start of the 2019 school year

On Saturday, 9/2/19, we started another year of work at Macarthur Polish Saturday School.
Traditionally, the inauguration of the new school year took place at Mary Immaculate Churchin Eagle
Vale during the Mass celebrated for the students of our school. The Holy Mass was presided over by
the parish priest - Father Slawek Plonka, who together with us sang in the Polish and English
language the favorite song of our holy Pope John Paul Il titled “Barka”. The students of our school
took an active part in the Holy Mass. Together with the local parish, we prayed for God’s blessing and
protection of the Mother of God for the whole year of education for students, teachers, and parents.

After the Mass, the organizational meeting began, during which important information about the
safety rules at the school as well as the curriculum in individual age groups was provided. Coordinator
of the school - Mrs. Bernadeta Kawa welcomed the new students and their families with joy and
introduced them to the rules of the school’s work. In the meantime, our students under the
supervision of Gosia Helwani, Urszula Koscianska and Michal Macioch created beautiful artwork. The
theme of which was the memories of past holidays. Our little artists showed not only artistic talent but
also great ingenuity. Take a look at the results of their work and judge it for yourselves
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Easter Assembly

On Saturday, 6 April 2019, the Polish Saturday School in Macarthur held an Easter assembly, the aim of
which was to present rich and colorful traditions and customs associated with the celebration of
Easter. As usual, the weather was good for us. In the morning we were greeted by beautiful, smiling
autumn sunshine.

We started the day with lessons inindividual classes. Of course, Easter was the subject for the day in
all age groups. The teachers brought with them lots of props, such as Easter palms, decorated Easter
tablecloths, baskets where you could find salt, eggs, bread, sausage, lambs made of sugar - all those
products that we bring to church on Holy Saturday for the blessing. Together with the children, we put
allitems in a basket lined with a beautiful white serviette. Children took turns naming all the products.
There were also art classes: children made baskets from a previously prepared template, decorated
eggs that magically turned into beautiful, colorful and happy Easter eggs. Class Il and Ill, under the
watchful eye of Mrs. Malgosia Jagodzinska, prepared a huge Easter egg for everyone to admire. Look
and see for yourself - isn’t it great?!

At 11:30 we started the official Easter celebrations. | was happy to watch on one side: the parents,
grandparents, and friends of our school gathered on that day, and on the other side, a group of forty
beautifully and festively dressed students of our school. The children looked really colorful and
cheerful. After a short welcome to all the guests who came to our ceremony - it was time for children
to perform. We started with the singing of our school song, which in itself gives both performers and
listeners a lot of positive energy each time. Then, students from the 5th and 6th class presented
Polish Easter traditions and customs. In words, they painted pictures of Easter palms, Easter baskets,
a Sunday breakfast, and a Smingus-Dyngus on Easter Monday. These verbal images were intertwined
with songs. The first of them was entitled “Skacze droga zajac” and the second “Ida dzieci ze
swieconym”. The next performers were class Il and Il students who used their gigantic Easter egg-
shaped cardboard, which they prepared themselves. The main character of their performance was of
course ... an Easter egg. Then we sang together another song titled ,Pisanki”. After class Il and 1,
class “0” and “I” students appeared on the stage. Little performers were reciting a happy rhyme titled
“Itell you, I tell you - what | have with this hare”. The children delighted the listeners not only with the
fact that they learned their texts beautifully but also with their children’s joy and a smile painted on
their small faces.

The last point of the program was the dancing of all children to the rhythm of the lively and cheerful
song “Miala baba koguta. “Ah - how much joy was there! Not only children danced, but also teachers
along with them. It was an extremely colourful and energetic dance that gave all of us a lot of positive
energy and joy. The originator of the dance part of the performance was the teacher of our oldest
class, Mrs. Grazyna Pakulska, whom I would like to thank not only for watching over the whole
program but additionally, with her extremely valuable ideas, she undoubtedly enriched our assembly.
At this point, | cannot omit a very important element, which was a beautifully decorated Easter table. It
was an extremely important component and at the same time the background for all performances.
For the third time, Mrs. Krysia Morawski agreed to prepare it for us. The beautifully decorated Easter
table was for children and all of us gathered this day a lessoninitself: a lesson of rich Polish traditions
and customs associated with the celebration of Easter. | am deeply convinced that the memories and
images of the Easter table will be deeply remembered by our pupils. After the performances, it was
time for the competitions. The first of these was to peel and eat the eggs as quickly as possible. The
winner was the routine and experience as the team that included grandmother, grandfather and
granddaughter came first. Grandma took no time to peel an egg, and a grandfather ate it in the blink of
an eye. In the next competition, 3 racing teams were holding an egg throughout the length of the room
as follows: the youngest participant (child) carried an egg on a large tablespoon, mum carried an egg



on a tiny teaspoon, and dad carried an egg on a large tablespoon that he kept in his mouth. There was
a lot of happiness, joy, and applause, and as a reward, all participants of the competition received a
chocolate egg. The last point of the program was refreshments prepared by our irreplaceable mothers
from the Parental Committee. There was of course coffee, tea and a lot of delicious cakes. | am very
grateful to ladies Dominika Smutek, Agnieszka Godden, Agatka Pochanke and Hania Beshai for their
great attitude and help. It was also a time for a meeting, a conversation - time for Easter wishes. The
atmosphere of the meeting was filled with warmth and kindness. Thank you very much to our dear
sponsors: Marysia and Marek Strzemkowski and Lucyna and Wieslaw Pazdzior for funding the lottery
prizes.




Children’s Day Celebrations

“Project co-financed within the framework of Polonia funds of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the Republic of Poland”

June 1is by far the most beautiful and joyful day of the year - the day whenin a special way, we
realize what great joy and hope for the world our children are. Could you imagine a world without
children? What would it be like? | definitely do not want to live in such a world. | am glad that | was
raised and grew up in a country where children were celebrated each year. Itis a very special day in
which we, adults looking at our own children, try to discover the child within us. In my opinion days like
“Kids Day” should be celebrated more than once a year.



